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What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by Letters Patent of the 
United States is: 

1. A photo sticker vending machine, comprising: 

image capturing means for capturing an image of an object; 

background providing means located behind said object for providing a 
background based on selection and control of a user; 

determining means for determining whether said captured image includes 
said background provided by said background providing means and an additional image 
element; 

converting means for converting a periphery of said captured image to 
include said additional image element; 

display control means for controlling a display of the image converted by 
the converting means; and 

printing means for printing the image converted by the converting means 

on a sticker sheet. 

2. The photo sticker vending machine according to Claim 1, wherein the 
background providing means provides multiple backgrounds having different colors and 
patterns based on selection and control by the user. 

3. The photo sticker vending machine according to Claim 2, further 
comprising: 

memory means for storing the color and the patterns corresponding to 
the backgrounds provided by the background providing means. 
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4. The photo sticker vending machine according to Claim 1, further comprising 
adjusting means for adjusting a brightness of the image, wherein said converting means 
further converts said periphery based on the brightness adjusted by said adjusting means. 

5. The photo sticker vending machine according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: 

selecting means for selecting an image to be edited from a plurality of 
images captured by the image capture means; and 

editing means for editing the image to be edited, and 

wherein the determining means determines whether said background of 
said selected image is said background provided by the background providing means. 

6. An image printing method for a photo sticker vending machine, comprising: 

capturing an image; 
receiving a user selection; 

providing a background behind said object based on user selection; 

determining whether said captured image includes said background at a 
periphery thereof; 

a converting step for converting a part of said background at said 
periphery to product a converted image; 

controlling a display of the converted image; and 

printing the converted image on a sticker sheet. 

7. A photo sticker printed by a photo sticker printing method, said method 
comprising: 

capturing an object image; 



1654962 v2; ZGZ602I.DOC 



34 



Docket No.: O3020.0352/P352 
providing a background of said object image based on a selection and 

control of a user; 

determining whether said captured image includes one of said 
background provided and a periphery; 

a converting step for converting said periphery of said captured image as 
said background provided; 

a display control step for controlling a display of the image converted by 
the converting step; and 

a printing step for printing the image converted by the converting step on 
a sticker sheet to produce said photo sticker. 

8. A photo sticker vending machine, including a photo sticker unit comprising: 

image capturing means for capturing an object image; 

background providing means located behind said object for providing a 
background based on selection and control of a user; 

determining means for determining whether said captured image includes 
one of said background provided and a periphery; 

converting means for converting said periphery of said captured image; 

display control means for controlling a display of the image converted by 
the converting means; 

wherein the photo sticker unit includes identification information storing 
means for storing identification information for identifying the photo sticker unit; and 

wherein the photo sticker unit is available when the photo sticker vending 
machine authenticates the identification information stored in the identification 
information storing means. 
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9. A photo sticker machine comprising: 

a background apparatus, said background apparatus being adapted to 
display a first background during a first time interval and a second background during a 
second time interval; 

a subject region, said subject region being adapted to receive an image 
subject during at least one of said first and second time intervals; 

an imaging apparatus, said imaging apparatus being adapted to receive, 
during at least one of said first and second time intervals, an input image of a first portion 
of said image subject and a second portion of said background apparatus; 

converting means for converting said input image into an output image, 
said output image including at least a portion of said input image; 

determining means for determining an optional image element, said 
optional image element being adapted to be included in said output image by said 
converting means; 

display control means for controlling a display of said output image; and 

printing means for printing said output image on a sticker sheet. 

10. The photo sticker machine according to claim 9 wherein said imaging 
apparatus comprises a camera. 

11. The photo sticker machine according to claim 9 wherein said subject region 
is disposed between said imaging apparatus and said background apparatus. 

12. The photo sticker machine according to claim 9 wherein said optional image 
element is included in a background region of said output image. 

13. The photo sticker machine according to claim 9 wherein said background 
apparatus is adapted to display said first and second backgrounds according to an input 
received from a user. 
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14. The photo sticker machine according to claim 13 wherein said user comprises 
said image subject. 

15. A photo sticker machine comprising: 

a background apparatus adapted to display a first background during a 
first time interval and a second background during a second time interval; 

a subject region adapted to receive an image subject during at least one of 
said first and second time intervals; 

an imaging apparatus, said imaging apparatus being adapted to form an 
input image, said input image including a first image subject portion and a second 
background portion; 

determining means for determining an additional image element; 

converting means for converting said input image into an output image, 
said output image including a third image subject portion and a fourth background 
portion, said output image optionally including said additional image element; 

display control means for controlling a display of said output image; and 

printing means for printing said output image on a sticker sheet. 

16. The photo sticker machine according to claim 15 wherein said additional 
image element is disposed within a fifth portion of said output image. 

17. The photo sticker machine according to claim 16 wherein said fifth portion 
of said output image comprises a peripheral portion of said output image. 

18. The photo sticker machine according to claim 16 wherein said fourth 
background portion comprises said fifth portion. 
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